The works of Wessel Gansfort (1419-89) have never yet been chartcd in a satisfactory manner. As a critical theologian the author is widely known. A collection of his works was published as early as 1614 in Groningen, the town where he was born and where he died.' Even so no modern survey of his writings, offering an inventory, date and brief description is available today. In his standard work on Wessel published in 1917, the Utrecht church historian M. van Rhijn did not include such a survey. Although he added an appendix on the subject of Wessel's lost as well as extant works, he only provided a list of the latter according to the printed edition of 1614, stating rather glibly that there was little certainty about their actual dates.' Rather than in Wessel's individual writings, Van Rhijn was interested in the main themes of Wessel's theology, and the importance of his work lies in the valuable outline of these themes and of their position in the history of dogma that it provides.
In the Opera of 1614 nine letters written by Wessel were printed, as well as a letter addressed to him and another from a disciple containing a series of theses written by Wessel shortly before his death; the texts are not always complete. Other old printed editions (1503, 1651) yield another two letters addrcsscd to Wessel. In toto the corpus comprises, therefore, thirteen letters. Van Rhijn not only failed to provide a survey, thc lcatc:rs whose senders were unknown to him were left undiscusscd, and in such matters as dates of composition Each letter has bccn given a numbcr to facilitate future reference. In addition the location of the letters in the editions, as well as their incipits and explicits, are provided. First, however, such matters as Wessel's later years, the survival of the letters, and aspects of individual letters are discussed. I shall limit the discussion to historical-biographical matters ; their intrinsic thematic content requires another study.
